McKibbin 

AP Senior English Literature – Summer Assignment

“The AP English Literature and Composition course is designed to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.” College Board
We will be engaged in intense discussion activities, testing and writing surrounding the ONE mandatory text beginning the second week of school, which may include quotation identification, style analysis and character discussion. To prepare for this assessment, I advise that you get a “jump-start” on your reading and analysis well before the first semester begins. (MARK/ANNOTATE YOUR TEXTS AS YOU READ – highlight or use sticky notes – for easy referencing later.)
The second text (the Utopian/Dystopian Novel) analysis will be for EXTRA CREDIT. Think of this assignment as storing away points for a later date AND preparing for the AP Exam in May. 
REQUIRED SUMMER ASSIGNMENT:

1. Invisible Man – by Ralph Ellison *71, 76, 77, 78, 82, 83, 85, 87, 91, 94, 95, 96, 97, 2001, 04, 05, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16
For Invisible Man, you will complete a “Novel Notes” form that discusses and analyzes the stylistic choices made by the author, Ralph Ellison. (Form is attached) 
This assignment is due at the end of the 2ND week of school this coming fall (FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2016) and in addition to the hard copy that you give me on the due date, you will also electronically submit a copy to turnitin.com (passwords will be given in class before due date.)
EXTRA CREDIT SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: Start the year off with points in the bank!
Utopian/Dystopian Novel
Look up and read a brief synopsis of each of the novels listed below and then select ONE of the Utopian (Dystopian) novels to complete the ELEMENTS OF FICTION analysis attached. 
Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale (*1992, 93, 94, 98, 11, 13) 
George Orwell’s 1984 (*1984, 87, 98, 2005, 09, 11)
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World. (*1989, 93, 94, 98, 2005, 10, 12)

This assignment is due at the end of the 1st week of school this coming fall (THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2016)
Contact Information 
Enjoy your summer, and revel in your reading! If you need assistance with any of the literary texts or analysis activities, contact me via e-mail (smckibbin@washoeschools.net) I will get back to you as soon as I receive the message. 

Copies of this summer assignment as well as the following: Course Description, Operating Procedures, Letters of Advice, and Characteristics of an AP English Student can be found on my website
www.mckibbin.weebly.com

*the asterisk indicates the years these titles have appeared on the open essay free response question
AP Novel Notes Form (Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison)
*Must be typed and saved electronically as it will be submitted to turnitin.com on due date
Be sure to answer all of the questions as completely as you can and still keep your answers concise.  Your responses should come from your own impressions after you read the work and NOT outside sources such as on-line resources or “Shmoop/Cliff’s/Sparks Notes” type sources.  The purpose of the assignment is for YOU to think about what YOU have read and organize YOUR thoughts coherently into notes that will help YOU in class discussions and on the AP exam in May. Support your answers and analysis with quotations or paraphrasing from the text. This is NOT an essay – simply type the bold heading (Plot, Setting, Character…) and complete the analysis required under each category. Single space each category/heading analysis and double-space between categories.
PLOT
· Give a brief summary of the plot using the following format:

· Exposition, initial incident, rising action, turning point or climax, falling action and resolution

· Discuss any plot devices which have a significant impact on the work.
SETTING
· When and where does the novel take place?  What changes occur in time and place?

· How is the setting related to the time period in which the work was written?

· What atmosphere is created by the setting?  What is especially significant about the setting?
CHARACTER
· Give a brief description of three of the major characters in the work, and discuss the characters’ importance/significant impact on the work as a whole

· Briefly discuss two minor characters who play an important role in understanding the work as a whole
POINT OF VIEW
· What is the narrative perspective chosen by this author? 

· How does the point of view affect your understanding of the work as a whole?
MOTIF and SYMBOLISM 
· What motifs are used by the author and for what purpose?

· What are some of the symbols used in the novel and what does each represent?
THEME – Author’s important idea, insight, message, commentary, view or revelation about human nature.
· Stated as a complete sentence (Subject/Topic + Author’s commentary/message) and has universal application while sticking to the facts of the original text.
· What themes are directly stated by the author and/or by the characters?

· What themes are implied in the novel?
TONE and LITERARY DEVICES
· What is the tone of the novel as a whole?  Where and why does the tone change during the novel?

· Identify any specific literary devices which affected your reading/understanding of this work and the author’s message and explain HOW it affected your reading.

· You should examine devices such as symbolism, metaphor, allusion, imagery, irony and/or any other element the author uses which has a noticeable impact on any part of the work.
QUOTATIONS
· Choose ten quotations from the book – 3 from the beginning, 3-4 from the middle, and 3-4 from the end.  Quotations should be 1-3 sentences long.  Indicate below each quotation its speaker and occasion/context and importance to the novel as a whole.  Choose theme, tone and style quotes.
RECOMMENDATION
· Did you like this work?  Why or why not? Would you recommend it to others?  Why? If so, to whom would you recommend it?

· Why do you suppose College Board considers this a novel of “literary merit”?
The Five Essential Elements of Fiction Analysis – UTOPIAN NOVEL ANALYSIS
*Must be typed and saved electronically as it will be submitted to turnitin.com on due date

For your [Extra Credit] UTOPIAN NOVEL analysis, you must choose two quotations that best illustrate each of the Five Essential Elements of Fiction: characterization, point of view, setting, conflict, and theme (ten quotations total).

For each element, (1) quote a passage (which may include multiple sentences) that conveys a complete idea and parenthetically cite the appropriate page number. Then, (2) explain in a detailed and organized paragraph how the quotation illustrates the literary element— using precise literary terminology, referring directly to the quotation in your analysis, and showing a connection to the work’s meaning and/or related scenes from the novel. Below you will find helpful information on each element of fiction and what it entails.
ONE - Characterization
A character is a person presented in a fictional work, one fitting a type and fulfilling a function. 
Types of characters: A static character does not change throughout the work, and the reader’s knowledge of that character does not grow, whereas a dynamic character undergoes some kind of change because of the action in the plot. A flat character embodies one or two qualities, ideas, or traits that can be readily described in a brief summary. They are not psychologically complex characters and therefore are readily accessible to readers. Some flat characters are recognized as stock characters; they embody stereotypes such as the "dumb blonde" or the "mean stepfather." They become types rather than individuals. Round characters are more complex than flat or stock characters, and often display the inconsistencies and internal conflicts found in most real people. They are more fully developed, and therefore are harder to summarize. 
Functions of characters: A hero or heroine, often called the protagonist, is the central character who engages the reader’s interest and empathy. The antagonist is the character, force, or collection of forces that stands directly opposed to the protagonist and gives rise to the conflict of the story. A first-person narrator may be either a major or minor character. A foil is a character who through contrast underscores the distinctive characteristics of another. Usually a minor character serves as a foil for a major character. A confidant/confidante is a character who is not integral to the action but who receives the intimate thoughts of the protagonist without the use of an omniscient narrator. A mentor is a character who serves as a guide for the protagonist. 
Characterization, an effect of point of view and narrative perspective, is the process by which a writer reveals the personality of a character, making that character seem real to the reader. Authors have two major methods of presenting characters: telling (direct characterization) and showing (indirect characterization). In direct characterization, the author intervenes to describe and sometimes evaluate the character for the reader. For example, the narrator may tell the reader directly what the character’s personality is like: humble, ambitious, vain, gullible, etc. Indirect characterization allows the author to present a character talking and acting and lets the reader infer what kind of person the character is. There are five different ways that a writer may provide indirect characterization: 

1. by describing how the character looks and dresses, 

2. by allowing the reader to hear the character speak, 

3. by revealing the character’s private thoughts and feelings, 

4. by portraying the character’s effect on other individuals—showing how other characters feel or 
    behave toward the character, and 

5. by presenting the character’s actions. 

Characters can be convincing whether they are presented by showing or by telling, as long as their actions are motivated. Motivated action by the characters occurs when the reader or audience is offered reasons for how the characters behave, what they say, and the decisions they make. Plausible action is action by a character in a story that seems reasonable, given the motivations presented.

TWO – Point of View
The point of view is the perspective from which the action of a novel is presented, whether the action is presented by one character or from different vantage points over the course of the novel. These are common narrative positions: 
The omniscient narrator is a third-person narrator who sees, like God, into each character’s mind and understands all the action going on. 
The limited omniscient narrator (Third-person limited) is a third-person narrator who generally reports only what one character (often the protagonist) sees and who only reports the thoughts of that one privileged character. 
The objective, or camera-eye, narrator is a third-person narrator who only reports what would be visible to a camera. The objective narrator does not know what the character is thinking unless the character speaks of it. 
The first-person narrator, who is a major or minor character in the story, tells the tale from his or her point of view. When the first person narrator is insane, a liar, very young, or for some reason not entirely credible, the narrator is unreliable. Some first-person narratives include multiple narrators. 
The stream of consciousness technique is like first-person narration, but instead of the character telling the story, the author places the reader inside the main character’s head and makes the reader privy to all of the character’s thoughts as they scroll through his or her consciousness. 

THREE - Setting
The setting is the physical and social context in which the action of a story occurs. The major elements of setting are the time, the place, and the social environment that frames the characters. Setting can be used to evoke a mood or atmosphere that will prepare the reader for what is to come. 

Specific elements of the setting include: 

the geographical location (its topography, scenery, and physical arrangements), 

the occupations and daily manner of living of the characters, 

the time period in which the action takes place (epoch in history or season of the year), and 

the general environment of the characters (social, religious, cultural, moral, and emotional conditions and attitudes). 

FOUR - Conflict
The conflict in a work of fiction is the struggle within the plot between opposing forces—the issue to be resolved in the story. The protagonist engages in the conflict with the antagonist, which may take the form of a character, society, nature, or an aspect of the protagonist’s personality. Thus, conflict may be external, a struggle against some outside force, another character, society as a whole, or some natural force; or internal, a conflict between forces or emotions within one character. 
FIVE - Theme
Theme is the central meaning or dominant idea in a literary work. A theme provides a unifying point around which the plot, characters, setting, point of view, symbols, and other elements of a work are organized. It is important not to mistake the theme for the topic of the work; the theme expresses an opinion about an abstract concept (i.e. freedom, jealousy, guilt, unrequited love, self-pity). Theme should be written in a complex statement: 
The [genre-novel, play, story…] [title] by [author] is about [topic/abstract concept] and reveals that [opinion].
Example: The novel, Lord of the Flies by William Golding, is about the loss of innocence and civility in the absence of law and order and reveals…

You learned this your freshman year in high school as: Theme = Subject + Author’s Commentary.

Theme is NOT a summary, a plot, a cliché or a moral.
