Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 
Sakelaris-McKibbin (Rm. 102)

smckibbin@washoeschools.net
COURSE CONTENT
Advanced Placement English Literature is a yearlong course in reading, discussing, writing, and analyzing.  This class is for students capable of doing college-level work in English while still in high school.  You must be willing to devote the energy necessary to complete a course more rigorous and demanding than other high school English courses designed for the college-bound student.  You MUST also commit to attend one 3-hour delay test prep session and take the AP Exam in May to receive AP credit on your high school transcripts.  
GOALS
1. To help you acquire the literary and analytical skills necessary to pass the AP Literature and Composition Exam in May and thus potentially earn college credit.

2. To prepare you to succeed in English classes on the university level.

3. To challenge you to dig deeply into quality literature to discover its truths and thereby discover more about yourself and your humanity.

4. To consider a work’s structure, style, and theme as well as such elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.

5. To study representative works from various genres and periods (from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century.)

6. To understand a work’s complexity, to absorb richness of meaning, and to analyze how meaning is embodied in literary form.

7. To write focused critical analyses of literature including expository, analytical, and argumentative essays as well as creative writing and to sharpen understanding and deepen appreciation of literary artistry.

8. To discover how language contributes both literally and figuratively to the meaning of a work; i.e., deal systematically with the “what” and “how” of a literary work.
Complete Course Bibliography 
TEXTBOOKS:
Holt, Elements of Literature, 6th Course

Arp, Thomas; Perrine’s Sound and Sense: An Introduction to Poetry, 11th Edition

Hamilton, Edith; Mythology







The Bible

Cohen, Samuel; 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology
SUMMER READING: 
Ellison, Ralph; Invisible Man
Choice of ONE: Orwell, George, 1984; Huxley, Aldous, Brave New World; Atwood, Margaret, The Handmaid’s Tale
SHAKESPEARE PROJECT
Choice of one: Shakespeare, William, Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello or King Lear
VICTORIAN MENTOR PROJECT
Choice of one: Dickens, Charles, A Tale of Two Cities; Dickens, Charles, Great Expectations; Hardy, Thomas, Return of the Native; Hardy, Thomas, Tess of the D’Urbervilles; Bronte, Charlotte, Jane Eyre; Bronte, Emily, Wuthering Heights; Austen, Jane, Pride and Prejudice; OR Austen, Jane, Sense and Sensibility
AP Units of Study
Unit: Summer Reading 
· NOVEL - Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison - 
· Writing: Completion of a Novel Notes Form and Group Long Form Analysis 
· NOVEL – Utopian/Dystopian novel of choice
· Writing: Five Essential Elements of Fiction Analysis (Style Analysis)
Unit: Senior Journals 
· Readings: Essayists George Orwell, Joan Didion, Mike Rose and Stephanie Ericsson
· 5 student examples of college/personal essays and responses to prompts
· Writing: WILDS Tone Analysis of professional essayists and imitations of essay styles

Unit: Test Prep -Weekly Timed Writing, Multiple Choice Practice and/or Close Reading Analyses
· Readings and Writing: Previously released AP exams, practice passages and prompts

Unit: Anglo-Saxon and Medieval Literature 
· Readings: Beowulf, The Pardoner’s Tale, The Wife of Bath’s Tale, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and various literary ballads 
    Writing: Anglo-Saxon Riddle, Original Ballad and Modern Imitation of Chaucer’s Prologue

Unit: Renaissance Literature 

· Shakespeare Project 
· Readings: Macbeth, Hamlet, King Lear OR Othello 
· Project: read play, cut/highlight play down to 60 minute, 5 Act performance, and video production of modern interpretation
· Writing: Group Long Form Analysis (Style Analysis)
· Readings: Various sonnet, Paradise Lost (Excerpt) by John Milton, Pilgrim’s Progress (Excerpt) by John Bunyan and The Faerie Queene (Excerpt) by Edmund Spenser
Unit: Senior Project
· Thematic Emphasis (Female Archetypes, Portrayal of War, Mentally Ill/Unstable Protagonists, Conflicts between parent and child…) 
· Readings: Three student-choice novels focused on one project choice (Modern/Contemporary Novels or Plays)
· Writings: Analysis – Elements of Fiction and Novel Notes

Unit: Poetry Analysis
· TPS-FASTT Analysis 
· Poetry Mastery Project – Classic (1600-1900) and Contemporary Poetry (1901-Present) In-depth analysis

· Metaphysical Poetry – analysis and presentation
· Writing: Poetry Analysis Timed Writes

Unit: Restoration Literature
· Satire Study
· Readings: A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift, The Rape of the Lock by Alexander Pope and Top of the Food Chain
· Writings: Original Satire Imitation – Modest Proposal or Mock Epic

Unit: Romantic Literature 

· Readings: Close study of the following poets: Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Byron, and Keats
· Writings: Poetry Analysis Timed Writings

Unit: Victorian Literature 
· Mentor Project
· Readings: Close study of ONE of the following authors and novels:  A Tale of Two Cities or Great Expectations by Charles Dickens; Return of the Native or Tess of the D’Ubervilles by Thomas Hardy; Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte; Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte; Pride and Prejudice or Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen
· Writings: 3 Close Reading and Style Analyses, Style Imitation Passage (50 words); AP Major Works Analysis
