AP Letters of Advice (from students who have PASSED the AP Literature Exam)
“First piece of advice, DON’T PROCRASTINATE! You will, I’m telling you right now, but don’t think you can knock out a long form or senior project analysis in one night. I’m awesome, and I couldn’t do it – just saying. Second piece of advice: make this AP class your homework priority if you’re taking more than one class. READ all of the books assigned – Spark Notes is NOT ENOUGH on the day of the test. Third piece of advice – you will do A LOT of group work – DON’T LET OTHER PEOPLE DOWN BY SLACKING ON YOUR PART! Their grade will be affected and it made me really mad when my group members slacked or blew it off. Last piece of advice – the SHAKESPEARE PROJECT rocks!! It’s the best project I was assigned in high school and I actually knew the play so well, I could quote passages on the test. That’s all the advice I have for you young-uns (by the time you read this, I will be in college and you will just be a senior.) Have fun and know that Ms. Sak will prepare you for the test whether you like it or not.”

Class of 1995

“You have probably heard of the huge work load involved in AP English. You should know that if you cannot manage your time in a god-like manner, you will struggle in this class. Once you master this skill, you are ready for the challenge. There will be times when you feel like you have 3 projects going at one time – this is because you did not complete the assignments when they were assigned. McKibbin gives you enough time, it is up to you to use it correctly. Waiting until the last minute is doable, but TOTALLY NOT RECOMMENDED! You will be too stressed out. She plans it out so that there is enough time, but everyone waits until the last minute. If you can avoid doing this, you will be healthier and happier – but Starbucks will lose money!
My survival tips: Bring a jacket to class – her room is freezing. 

Complete the summer reading on time and do not “Spark note” it. You will use Invisible Man over and over again. Read it! 

Have fun with the Shakespeare project – it’s the Bomb!

Stay on track with the senior project and don’t get behind because it builds up on top of itself.

The Victorian Novel Project is the last thing you do before the test, don’t ruin it by picking a crappy book!

The poetry analysis packet uses a forest’s worth of paper, but is worth the price – there is soooo much poetry to analyze on the test. 

p.s. Ditching this class is brutal – there is too much to make up. Don’t get discouraged. She will prepare you for the test – pay attention.”

Class of 1999

“Any time you start to complain, remember, it’s your own fault! Ha, just kidding. This class is much more rewarding than any regular English class you could have signed up for, but it’s AP for a reason. There is a lot to do before the test. One of the biggest problems is the workload. Your large projects are spaced out, and there shouldn’t be any really stressful times; the hardest trial is balancing this class out with everything else going on. Whether it is other AP classes, a job, leadership, sports or theater, something will fight with your English workload for time. I was in four AP classes and most of the plays this year – I didn’t get much sleep. I would plan better if I could do this class over again. People with jobs were even worse off than I was. You need to determine early what your priorities are and focus on them. Four AP classes is doable for an overachiever, but you may want to rethink and take less if you are intimidated. DON’T DROP THIS CLASS. You can get your English waived at the college level. Some AP classes only give you elective credit and you have to retake the class anyway. This class is a one for one exchange! Such a deal! For your senior project and your Victorian novel project, choose good books that are not 600-1,000 pages long. Choose a book that fits your style – good plot and manageable (300-400 pages is totally doable.)

You shouldn’t take this class because you can write well or because you get good grades in English classes; that’s not the point. You should take this class to better yourself and improve your skills. With all the work you will be assigned, you will find that your diligence outweighs other people’s natural talent. Work hard and both college and the AP test will be a piece of cake. I have friends who say that NONE of their college classes covered as much as this AP English class. They said they were “overprepared” for college. You are in good hands. Ms. McKibbin cares about you and not just whether you pass the test.”

Class of 2009
“The long forms in this class are hard, but they are paced out and worth the time and energy. This class picks up speed. First semester seemed laid back, and then second semester tries to kill you. Stay up on the workload. This class is important for more than the test – it really teaches you how to think in other subjects too. If you were in Servilican’s class last year – this class is totally doable. This year we only had ONE PROJECT AT A TIME! The key to the major projects is not to procrastinate. The summer reading was hard to be motivated to do, but the novels are worth it. I could have answered the last question on the test with 1984 or the Invisible Man and they were both my summer reading books. Invisible Man is hard to get through in some chapters – push through, almost everyone in my class used it on the test yesterday.”
Class of 2010

“Congratulations! You’re actually interested in taking this class and you should be – this class doesn’t just get you prepared for the AP Test, seriously prepared, this class actually prepares you for life. If you are not ready to work your tail off, get out now. Do your work, stay on her timeline and it’s not a problem. I know you have heard this a million times, but DO NOT PROCRASTINATE. She will give you plenty of time to complete assignments so no excuses. I feel great knowing that I will save money in college because I am 100% sure that I passed this test. There were no surprises and I felt totally ready. I did not take Ms. Servilican’s class last year and everyone told me that I had to. I was nervous the first week and then I realized that I was getting all the info I needed this year to pass this test. I know the other kids felt more prepared, but I was just as prepared. When I didn’t know what McKibbin was referring to, I asked another kid or I asked her. She’s really easy to talk to and she wants us all to do well. Summer projects are assigned in the summer for a reason – we would never have  had enough time with the other stuff to read Invisible Man and our Utopian novels. This class is known for its long forms – they seem daunting, but if you start right away and rely on the conversations and discussions in your group, they are not a problem. They are a real problem if you are at home along at 1:00 in the morning just starting the project – she gave us 4 weeks to complete the first one! Long forms are an in-depth analysis of a novel or a play and they take a long time. Do not plagiarize. She and the royal-snitch (turnitin.com) will catch you. Don’t be a people-hater in your groups. Ms. McKibbin will prepare you for this test to the very best of her ability, but you have to do your part. Take care of my AP English teacher. She works hard.”

Class of 2011

“If you have any talent for reading, writing, or analyzing you should take this class. If you enjoy a challenge and want to read great books, you take this class. However, if you are easily stressed, a slow reader, or not committed to finishing your work, this class will be difficult for you. Not that it isn’t going to be difficult at times for everyone, but having some experience with a previous AP class will help. (If you took AP English Language last year, you will be more than fine this year. You are super prepared.) This class entails a lot of work and requires some late nights, but from personal experience, it is much easier to handle the work load if you start assignments as soon as you get them. The work is not incredible hard, there is just a lot of it. Communicate with your groups openly and often. Check in with each other and make sure everyone is doing their part. The biggest project at the end is the Victorian Novel Project – these books are long and can be confusing to read so don’t stress yourself out by leaving two hundred pages unread before the AP test. SIMPLY STAYING ON TOP OF THE ASSIGNMENTS IS THE BEST PLAN FOR SUCCESS. Senior year can be extremely stressful with college looming and important decisions to make. I took 4 AP classes while still maintaining a 4.0 and make it to state for track. You can have fun your senior year while still challenging yourself! Stay motivated!

p.s. Every assignment McKibbin gives you will help you on the test so keep your stuff organized.”

Class of 2012
“Congratulations Senior! These next few months will pass by too quickly. Savor every single moment and memory. Now let me be honest with you: LONGFORMS WILL HIT YOU LIKE AN ONCOMING TRAIN. You think you are ready for the late nights, shout out to Servilican, BUT YOU AREN’T. Most important thing you will learn in this class, aside from analysis, is time management. Ms. McKibbin will BADGER you with tips and tricks…utilize them! Good luck and before you know it, it’ll be time to walk across the stage with your best friends.”
Class of 2013

”Make sure you have and make time for the workload in this class. Pay special attention if you are involved in clubs, NHS, sports and/or leadership. Band is another big one. Stay on top of everything. Once you receive homework or group work for AP Lit., do it that night. You will drown in homework if you procrastinate. In general, the class is great and not very stressful as long as you pay attention during class and do what is asked when she assigns it. Good luck!
Class of 2014

”If you’re the student who loves reading or who would be bored silly in a regular English class, this is the class for you! You need to know how to write a solid essay. You need to want to improve your analysis. You need to know how to survive in a group of people you may or may not like to work with. They all have something to offer in terms of creativity and analysis, you just need to give everyone a chance. When it comes to big projects, manage your time. Some in my class prided themselves on doing assignments in one night and posting on social media every few seconds. That’s insane! Your sleep is the MOST important thing to protect. IT’S YOUR MENTAL HEALTH FOR GOODNESS SAKE! The Summer Reading sucks and the Shakespeare Project is the BOMB! I wish I had done the extra credit summer project to bank some points. It would have made a big difference! GET AN A SECOND SEMESTER AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE HER CRAZY HARD OBJECTIVE PORTION OF THE FINAL EXAM! It’s worth it to work hard second semester.”

Class of 2015

“Congrats! It’s your final year and you have decided to take AP Lit with McKibbin. Great choice. She will torture, entertain and teach you all year long. If you are a Servilican survivor, you can get through anything. If you didn’t go through AP Lang., you will still do well, it will just be a pretty big adjustment. Long forms suck, but they are soo helpful for the test. Read each book and if you need to get a summary, it’s ok to check a resource once in a while. IT’S NOT OK TO USE THE ANALYSIS FROM THE RESOURCE! She will know and she will be disappointed in you – way worse than a discipline referral or phone call home. You will be CHEATING and you will not know what to write about on the test and like I said, SHE WILL BE DISAPPOINTED in you. The most important thing to do this year is enjoy yourself. You’ll either be a person who is so excited to be finished with high school or you’ll want to stay here longer. Whichever person you are, enjoy the time with your family, your friends, and the support system within each class. The year will go by quickly you’ll be scrambling at the end. Enjoy it while it lasts!
Class of 2016
