

1. How is an AP class different from other classes in our school?

Advanced Placement courses offer college level curriculum to high school students.  The curriculum, therefore, is more difficult than the traditional high school curriculum and requires more outside reading and hours of homework than other courses.  AP courses help students prepare for college, because they better represent the college setting than traditional high school classes.
2. How much does an AP test cost?  

Each AP exam is approximately $90.  
3. When are payments for AP tests due? 

At the time of registration, students will be asked to pay for half of their exam, $45.  The rest is due December 1st. Parents and students can, of course, pay for their fees upfront so as not to be hassled by making multiple payments.  Any family that needs assistance in order to meet the cost of AP exams should contact the student’s counselor and/or Elizabeth Kelley, DRHS AP Coordinator
4. By passing an AP exam, students earn college credit.  
Most colleges and universities accept AP scores of a 3 or higher for credit in the matching course at their site.  However, there are some schools that require higher scores or do not offer college credit for AP.  It is best to visit College Search via College Board’s home page (www.collegeboard.org)  to ensure that your AP scores will be accepted for credit.
5. How much does college credit cost at UNR?  At UC San Diego?  At Princeton?

6. When do students take the AP test? 
The exams are administered at the beginning of each May.  The test cycle lasts for two weeks.  It is rare that a student will take two exams in one day, but this does occasionally occur.  Students will come to school to take their tests and will be given an excused absence from their regularly scheduled classes.
7. What happens in class after the AP exam is administered?
Even though the primary culminating assessment of AP courses is the AP test, students will still have to attend classes after taking the AP exam.  Teachers often offer enrichment material of high interest to students during this time.  AND YES, EVEN STUDENTS WHO HAVE TAKEN AN AP TEST STILL HAVE TO TAKE THE SPRING FINAL EXAM. (WCSD)
8. Where is the best place to find out about AP classes? 
collegeboard.com and apcentral.collegeboard.com.  These two websites offer a ton of information for teachers, parents, and students.  It is also to your benefit to ask questions directly to the teachers and the AP Coordinator.
9. Students have to take the AP exam if they take an AP course? 
Students are required to take the exam.  There are many times when students feel nervous that they will not do well, but in the end they earn college credit and save money on college courses.  AP courses focus on preparation for this exam, and so it is expected that students will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.  If for any reason a student fails to take the exam, he or she will lose the AP designation on the final high school transcript
10. Number of colleges/universities who grant AP credit

Approximately 90%
11. Number of college level courses taught at Damonte Ranch High School
16
12. Sophomore standing granted for score of 3 or higher on 3 or more exams

TRUE
13.  Students may only take AP exams for courses offered at DRHS

FALSE

14. AP Subject Areas – Check all courses EXCEPT: Auto Mechanics and Sociology
15. Damonte Ranch High School offers the following AP Courses:
Art, Biology, Calculus (AB, BC,) Ceramics, Chemistry, Computer Science, English (Language and Literature,) Environmental Science, French, Government, History (European and United States,) Physics, Psychology (2014-2015,) Spanish and Statistics
