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Welcome to AP Calculus AB!  This year we will focus on the first semester of college-level calculus, and our main topics include limits, deriviations and their applications, and integrals and their applications.  Every student is expected to take the AP exam in May in order to retain the AP designation for this course.  It is my goal to help every student stretch and grow as a problem solver, while specifically learning the content for this course.  I will work hard to help you succeed, and I expect you to work equally hard on your own behalf.   This letter details how I grade and what I expect from you this school year.
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Class Expectations

· Be on time, seated, and ready to work when the bell rings.  

· Bring all materials to class every day. 

· Respect others and their property.

· Stay on task and participate fully.  

Materials to be brought every day to class

· Textbook, binder, paper (lined and graph), calculator, pencils
Textbook 

If you damage or lose your textbook, you will be responsible for paying for it. The full cost of the book is $125.00.  Torn pages, water damage, writing in the book, or any other type of damage will be assessed for damages at the end of the year and will be subject to fines depending on the amount of damage. 
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Calculators

You will need a graphing calculator for this class, and I recommend the TI-84 Color Plus Silver.  These cost around $120.  You can also rent a graphing calculator from the math department for an annual cost of $30.  Another option is to check online (Craig’s List, Amazon, etc…) for a used TI-84 or TI-83 Plus.)
Grading Policies and Percentages

	Type
	%
	Policy

	Assignments  


	10%

	Homework will be assigned daily, but it will not be a portion of the grade.  Every student is expected to attempt every assignment.  A suggested rule of thumb is that for class, students should expect to spend around one hour working on assignments and studying.
Students who complete every assignment for the semester will earn a 2% bonus.

	Quizzes
	10%
	Quizzes will be given daily and will be worth between 5 and 10 points per day.  



	Tests
	60%
	There will be four  tests per semester, and each test is worth approximately 100 points.   

	Final Exam
	20%
	A final exam will be given at the end of the semester.  Students will receive a practice final prior to this exam.  If applicable, the final exam will replace a students lowest test score.


Cheating:   All students are expected to do their own work on all assignments, projects, and assessments.  The DRHS Academic Integrity Policy will be enforced in this class.

Attendance:  Students are expected to be on time to class (seated when the bell rings), and to attend class on a regular basis.  Students who miss class will miss crucial information that will be assessed on tests and quizzes.  Students are encouraged not to miss class.  Students will be expected to attend AP Calc Nights (typically around 6 per year) and AP Calc Mornings (around 2 per year.)  Students will be given advance notice of dates, and students who cannot attend will be expected to make up the work that was missed.
Extra help:  Students may request a pass to receive help during IC or may come in before school or during lunch for help.  Please let me know ahead of time if you are planning to come by, so that I can make sure to be there.   I have a prep period 2 this year, and students with Off-Campus are welcome to come and get extra help during this time.  
Lab Fees:  There is a $4.00 lab fee for this course.  Please pay your lab fee to the bookkeeper, and then bring me your receipt.  (Note:  students who cannot afford this lab fee should speak to me in private, and this fee will be waived.)

Grades:  Grades will be updated every few days. Grades should be accurate when viewed, but if there is an error, please let me know so that I can keep accurate records. 

Wish List 

We are always in need of Kleenex, and I would appreciate any donations.  (
Helpful websites:  There might be times when you need help but I am unavailable.  The following websites could be invaluable! (
· www.khanacademy.org
· www.mathguy.us (This is Earl’s website.)
· www.CalcChat.com (This has worked-out solutions to every problem in the textbook.)


Please keep these first two pages for your records.  Sign and return the next two pages.
DRHS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
Cheating means gaining unfair advantage by using unauthorized information.

Cheating is further defined by but not limited to:
· COPYING someone else’s homework, classwork, or test answers

· ALLOWING someone else to copy your work or test answers

· USING any kind of unauthorized device, study aid, or cheat sheet

· POSSESSING or VIEWING a copy of an exam beforehand

· SHARING test information with students who have not yet taken the test or course

· This includes taking answers/questions from a test out of the classroom without the permission of the teacher.

· CHANGING your answers or someone else’s when correcting in class
· MISREPRESENTING work done by others as your own work
Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as one’s own without citing sources.

· YOU ARE PLAGIARIZING when you copy a phrase, a paragraph, a page or an entire paper.

· YOU ARE PLAGIARIZING when you copy from a published source, i.e. Internet or print.

· YOU ARE PLAGIARIZING when you copy from someone else’s work.

Minimum consequences for cheating are as follows:

· REFERRAL to Student Services

· PARENT CONTACT by the teacher

· LUNCH DETENTION with Student Services

· NOTATION made in school discipline record
Additional consequences may include, but are not limited to, the following:
· Student will receive a ZERO on the test or homework assignment

· Student will receive an “F” in citizenship for the quarter and depending on the severity of the infraction, may receive an “F” in citizenship for the semester

· Alternative assignment, to be determined by the teacher

Be Responsible.  Make Wise Choices.
If you are unsure, ask your teacher for guidance.

 I have read the DRHS Academic Integrity Policy.
____________________________

____________________________

___________
Student’s Name (printed)


Student’s Signature



Date
AP Calculus AB
2015 – 2016
Mr. Gannon
Sign and return this page to Mr. Gannon next class.  Please keep the rest of the syllabus for your records.
“I have read the course Syllabus for AP Calculus AB, and I have also read the Academic Integrity policy at Damonte Ranch High School.”

________________________________________________________

Student’s Name (printed)

________________________________________________________
_______________

Student Signature







Date

________________________________________________________ 
_______________

Parent/Guardian signature






Date

___________________________________________                   ____________________________

Parent/Guardian email





Parent/Guardian phone number(s)

*Please print your email neatly as I use this method of contact frequently. 
Grading Scale





A	100 – 90%


B	  89 – 80%


C	  79 – 70%


D	  69 – 60%


      Failing   <60% 
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